
 

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear;  

prepared an ark to the saving of  his house;” Heb. 11:7 
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Matt. 5:17 Think 

not that I am 

come to destroy 

the law, or the 

prophets: I am 

not come to 

destroy, but to 

fulfil. 

18 For verily I say 

unto you, Till 

heaven and earth 

pass, one jot or 

one tittle shall in 

no wise pass 

from the law, till 

all be fulfilled. 

19 Whosoever 

therefore shall 

break one of 

these least 

commandments, 

and shall teach 

men so, he shall 

be called the 

least in the 

kingdom of 

heaven: but 

whosoever shall 

do and teach 

them, the same 

shall be called 

great in the 

A Disciple of Jesus or Just an Ism-ite? 

Just what is it that would determine whether a person is a true disciple of Jesus Christ or just a lover and 

defender of their particular “ism” (group or denomination)?  When Jesus appeared on the scene and 

began teaching, He challenged many of the popular dogmas that had developed due to poor 

interpretation and misapplication of the Scriptures.  Thoughts and concepts people had been raised with 

and assumed were what the Scriptures really taught had to be cast off or modified greatly in order to 

adhere to Jesus as a teacher sent from God.  Those who were most attached to these false concepts 

(usually the teachers) had the hardest time accepting that Jesus was the Son of God and Messiah of the 

Jews.  They had to decide between what the Scriptures actually taught and what their ism taught.  This 

revealed what they really loved, and where they placed their allegiance – John 7:17. 

The church at Ephesus seems to have drifted into a form of Ism-itis once they had been established, did 

well for some 30 years, and even while Timothy was possibly the bishop.  They had left their first love, 

which was Jesus – the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  They had become too attached to their Ephesian 

ways and their Ephesian name and heritage.  “Their way of doing things” became higher on the priority 

list than what the Word of God actually said; therefore they could not “grow up into Christ” any further.  

According to their “Ephesian Ways”, they were just fine; but according to Jesus, they had slipped 

backward; and were in danger of having their candle stick removed.  Churches who have done very well, 

as it seems the Ephesian church did, are most prone to become proud of their accomplishments and 

create an “ism” by redefining God and Christ according to their own terms.  What happens in this scenario 

is that when this church ignorantly overemphasizes or underemphasizes some doctrine; or begins 

misapplying or misinterpreting some passage of Scripture, they are so confident in their condition that 

they are almost impossible to correct.  After a while their misuse of the Scripture and wrong emphasis 

becomes so engrained that they feel it is surely a pillar of the faith and God’s very sentiment on the 

subject – So, when a visiting minister sees the flaw and tries to correct it from the Scripture, they turn 

against him.  Instead of humbly searching the Scriptures to see if indeed they have erred, they so love 

“their way” that they will not consider the possibility of this man being right.  After all – who is he?  WE are 

the EPHESIANS, WE OUGHT TO KNOW. 

It is easy for us to look back with frustration on Bible characters when they could not be corrected by 

Jesus’ clear teaching of Scripture.  However, we are on stage now – it is us who are in the spotlight and 

their days are long past.  How are we doing?  Are we wiser and nobler than they?  Are we like the noble 

Bereans who search and believe the Scriptures over our long held opinions?  Recently PLAIN THINGS 

periodical attempted an answer to my book.  In corresponding with them I am amazed at the confusion 

and misunderstanding. Our correspondence can be seen at www.thefaithoncedelivered.info.  Just go to 

the link: OBJECTIONS ANSWERED and you will see the letters and articles.   

 I have a challenge for you, which in a real and most sobering way will help you determine whether you 

are a true disciple of Jesus or just an Ism-ite like the Scribes and Pharisees who held their pet dogmas 

higher than the Scripture.  We have recently published a book and mailed one to many of you, called THE 

ALIEN EXPOSED.  Have you read it?  I am offering $1000 to any person who can disprove the book’s 

message from the Scriptures.  Why am I doing this?  If I am wrong, I want to know why and where.  I see 

a grave need in our day:  People claiming to be disciples of Christ yet closing their minds and hearts to 

http://www.thefaithoncedelivered.info/
http://www.thefaithoncedelivered.info/
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kingdom of 

heaven. 

 

Jas 1:17 Every 
good gift and 

every perfect gift 
is from above, 

and cometh 
down from the 

Father of lights, 
with whom is no 

variableness, 
neither shadow 

of turning. 
 

Ro 3:31 Do we 
then make void 
the law through 

faith? God 

forbid: yea, we 
establish the 

law. 
 

Ro 7:7 What 
shall we say 
then? Is the 

law sin? God 
forbid. Nay, I 

had not known 
sin, but by the 

law: 
 

Ro 7:12 
Wherefore the 
law is holy, and 

the 
commandment 
holy, and just, 

and good. 
 

Lu 16:31 And he 
said unto him, If 

they hear not 
Moses and the 

prophets, 
neither will they 

be persuaded, 
though one rose 
from the dead. 

 
Ro 7:14 For we 
know that the 

law is spiritual: 
 

Mal 3:6 For I am 
the LORD, I 
change not; 

the clear Word of God because it is correcting some dear dogmas they have held for generations.  Are 

you a true disciple of Jesus Christ or just an Ism-ite?  I am challenging you to face this issue squarely and 

let the inspired Word of God have its proper place in your life.   

I am not speaking this as a hypocrite who has never had to experience the dynamics of it.  I was raised 

Independent Fundamental Baptist, and was very zealous for what I had been taught.  As a young pastor I 

began to be challenged concerning my interpretations of Scripture on many issues – “once saved, always 

saved”; “women’s head veil”, “true repentance”, “faith imputed for righteousness”, “proper church order”, 

etc. etc. etc.  As I was challenged, I had a choice:  Either I could close my eyes and stay in my 

comfortable position with family, friends, and fringe benefits; or I could squarely face the Scripture with 

complete unbiased honesty and study to find the mind of God through His Word.  I had to crucify my own 

feelings, desires, ambitions, pride, prejudices, and assumptions.  I had to leave the church I built up with 

hard labor.  I had to see my family and friends call me a heretic.  I had to wonder where I would go and 

who my children would marry when they grew up.   

As I left the Baptist denomination with my wife and little ones, I began looking around.  We visited many 

groups including Mennonites, Amish, Amish/Mennonites, Charity, etc.  We learned and gleaned what we 

could, and came very close to joining a couple of times; but since I was in the mode of searching the 

Scriptures; and had already lost everything concerning my “camp” and the benefits thereof; I had nothing 

else to “lose” by simply following the Scriptures.  I say “lose” because nobody ever loses when they follow 

the Scriptures, even if they lose everything in this world. I have had to uproot, move, start over, be alone, 

and wonder what the future held; so I’m speaking with understanding, not as a pious hypocrite who is 

comfortable in my own ism while I preach to you.  Jesus came to his own “camp”, and they received Him 

not, because His interpretations of Scripture condemned their popular dogmas and religious assumptions.  

He had to leave His camp – They crucified Him!  We need to be willing to go with Him without the gate 

bearing His reproach.  If we choose our “camp” over His inspired Word, we have lost our first love and 

betrayed our Savior – we are then just an Ism-ite. 

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever...12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he 

might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore 

unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.  14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek 

one to come. 

In the book THE ALIEN EXPOSED, I charge modern Anabaptists with being affected by Gnostic dualism 

in their interpretations of Jesus in the Sermon On The Mount.  Aaron Stoll in his “editorial Notes and 

Observations” at the beginning of PLAIN THINGS, July/August 2014, says this: “In this issue, Joshua 

Geiser responds to a recent book by Mark Bullen, where Bullen attempts to take us Anabaptists back 

to the God of the Old Testament.”  Do you see a problem here?  This is exactly the problem the Gnostics 

had – they didn’t want to believe that Jesus was the God of the Old Testament.  They, like the modern 

Anabaptists interpreted Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount as correcting what Moses had 

written, rather than defending and properly applying it.  When Jesus referred to “them of old time” He was 

not speaking of Moses, but of those who misinterpreted Moses.  I prove this in my book from clear 

Scriptures.  Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am” – Jesus was the “I AM” who spoke to Moses and 

gave him the law.  Jesus equated what Moses said with “God’s Word” (Mk 7). Jesus inspired the Old 

Testament Scriptures, and Jesus is the same Yesterday, Today, and Forever (Heb. 13:8).  Jesus’ 

teachings are not to be found only in the Gospels in RED LETTERS; but rather the entire Bible from 

Genesis to Revelation is the Word of God.  Progressive revelations never contradict or change the moral 

judgments of God.  Jesus did not come to correct His own inspired Law; but to vindicate it. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...14 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us 

Yes, we are in a new covenant; but so were the Christians from Pentecost to Cornelius who obeyed 

Moses’ Law completely.  Every convert baptized for the first twelve years after Pentecost was also 

circumcised and brought under all Moses’ Law.  The Gentile converts from Cornelius onward were 

exempted from circumcision and the ceremonial law; but the Jewish believers were still observing Moses 

Law until AD 70 when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed and they could not observe the 

ceremonial law anymore.  In Acts 21, which is 29 years after Pentecost (After the writing of Romans, 
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John 15:10 If ye 

keep my 
commandments, 
ye shall abide in 

my love; even as I 

have kept my 

Father's 

commandments 

and abide in his 
love. 

 

Lu 24:45 Then 

opened he their 

understanding, 

that they might 

understand the 

scriptures, 

(The Old Testament) 
 

I Jn 3:4  

Whosoever 
committeth sin 
transgresseth 

also the law: for 

sin is the 

transgression 

of the law. 

 

Romans 8:3 

...God sending 

his own Son in 

the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and 

for sin, 

condemned sin in 

the flesh: 4 That 
the 

righteousness 

of the law  

might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk 

not after the 

flesh, but after 

the Spirit. .... the 

carnal mind is 

enmity against 

God: for it is not 
subject to the 
law of God, 

neither indeed 
can be.  8 So 

then they that are 

in the flesh 

Galatians, Corinthians and James), we find that all Jewish believers, including Paul, were still observing 

Moses’ Law – and they were all in the New Covenant and had the same gospel we do.  This is 

history, not interpretation!  After AD 70 the ceremonial law was impossible to observe; but God’s morals 

never change, and so the moral aspects of the law are still binding, being eternal.  God makes them 

the very foundation of the New Covenant as He writes them on the hearts and minds of Jew and 

Gentile believers.  The New Covenant and the gospel were preached from the Old Testament Scriptures 

long before there were any New Testament Scriptures.  The apostle’s illustrations of faith and salvation 

are from OT stories.  We do explain in our books why there are differences between the New Covenant 

and the Old. 

Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel, and with the house of Judah: ...this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 

hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

Ez 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the 

stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

Heb 8: 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 

and they shall be to me a people: 

Notice that it DOES NOT say that God will write new and different laws on our hearts.  Many of the 

dogmas we have held and assumed were Biblical need to be studied more thoroughly.  Don’t be afraid of 

God’s Word – TRUTH IS A TRAIN THAT YOU GET ON AND LET IT TAKE YOU WHEREVER IT IS 

GOING WITHOUT FIRST CHECKING TO SEE THE DESTINATION.  If we first check to see the 

destination, we are taking the wheel, and not allowing Jesus to be Lord.  We are ism-ites with our own 

agenda unless we are willing to allow the Word to be the final say and tell us what to believe. We must be 

submitted unreservedly to the Word of God, or we are rebels before God.  When you submit where YOU 

WANT to, you are not submissive, but willful.  You are only submissive in the true and righteous sense 

when you submit wholly to God’s Word.  In many ways I am more Anabaptist than modern 

Mennonites/Amish, because many of the original Anabaptists would agree more with me than modern 

Mennonites/Amish. The goal, however, is not to be Anabaptist, but to be a disciple of Jesus – A first 

century Apostolic Christian in faith and practice. Jesus must be interpreted consistent with the Whole 

Word of God, because He is the Whole Word of God.   “Yea, let God be true, but every man a liar;” 

I would be glad to answer your questions.  God bless you as you seek HIM according to His Word.   

Lu 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God. (Only the Old Testament existed at that time) 

2Pe 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  

Mt 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 

scriptures,  (The Old Testament Scriptures) 

 

 

What Was The Old Covenant? 

 

God will not have a relationship with man without a covenant that makes the relationship conditioned upon 

man’s compliance with God’s program to save him.  The covenant God  made with Israel through Moses 

was composed of two main parts: 
 

1. Man’s commitment to God’s moral laws – inspired applications of the Moral Law of God applied to 

many different circumstances.  Man must commit to holy living or God will not have a relationship with 

him  - 2 Cor. 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 

not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
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cannot please 

God. 

 

James 1: 22 

But be ye doers 

of the word, and 

not hearers only, 

deceiving your 

own selves... 2:8 

If ye fulfil the 

royal law 

according to the 

scripture, Thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbour as 

thyself, ye do 

well: 

 9 But if ye have 

respect to 

persons, ye 

commit sin, and 

are convinced 

of the law as 

transgressors. 

 10 For 

whosoever shall 

keep the whole 

law, and yet 

offend in one 

point, he is guilty 

of all. 

 11 For he that 

said, Do not 

commit adultery, 

said also, Do not 

kill. Now if thou 

commit no adultery, 

yet if thou kill, thou 

art become a 

transgressor of 

the law. 

 

Ps 19:7 The 

law of the LORD 

is perfect, 

converting the 

soul: the 

testimony of the 

LORD is sure, 

making wise the 

simple.  

 8 The statutes 

of the LORD are 

right, rejoicing 

the heart: the 

and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  Paul is paraphrasing the Old Covenant requirements and 

showing they apply still to the New Covenant believers, because it is the same God with the same morals. 
 

2. Ceremonies to teach that sin was a real problem that must be dealt with by a blood atonement or God 

could not have a relationship with man.  Man had to comply with these rituals, so God could teach and 

illustrate what Jesus would do as Prophet, Priest, King, and Lamb of God. 
 

If you do a study about the Tabernacle and how it pictures Christ and New Covenant realities, you will be 

amazed at God’s design.  The earthly rituals, which are only types and shadows, are the parts that lose 

relevance in Christ – He is the end (goal and aim) of the [ceremonial] law for righteousness 

(justification/righteous standing) to every one that believeth (Romans 10:4). 
 

The Ceremonial Law, Levitical Priesthood, Tabernacle, etc; were earthly temporal patterns of true and 

eternal realities in heaven – which will never lose their relevance.   
 

Heb 8:1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set 

on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 

 2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.  

 3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man 

have somewhat also to offer. 

 4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according 

to the law:  

5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when 

he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the 

pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 
 

Heb 9:8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 

while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 

 9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could 

not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 

10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them 

until the time of reformation.  

11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 

not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

…22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 

remission. 

 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but 

the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 
 

Heb 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto 

perfect. 
 

It is very clear from these Scriptures that the Ceremonial Law, which included the service of the 

tabernacle/temple and the priesthood, was only temporary and is done away by Christ’s superior priesthood 

in the New Covenant.  It is also very clear from the following verses in the same book of the Bible that 

some part of the Law of God is carried over and has become the basis of the New Covenant.  Since we 

know it wasn’t the Ceremonial Law, then we can know it is the Moral Law.  We know it wasn’t animal 

sacrifices and ceremonial washings that were written on believer’s hearts, but it was the moral precepts of 

God’s own holiness which were written on their hearts.  (Ez. 36:27) 
 

Heb 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: (preserved) and I will be to them 

a God, and they shall be to me a people:  

 11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 

for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 
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commandment 

of the LORD is 

pure, 

enlightening the 

eyes. 

 9 The fear of 

the LORD is 

clean, enduring 

for ever: the 

judgments of 

the LORD are 

true and 

righteous 

altogether.  

 10 More to be 

desired are they 

than gold, yea, 

than much fine 

gold: sweeter 

also than honey 

and the 

honeycomb.  

 11 Moreover by 

them is thy servant 

warned: and in 

keeping of them 

there is great 

reward. 

 

Ps 1:1  

Blessed is the 

man that 

walketh not in 

the counsel of 

the ungodly, 

nor standeth in 

the way of 

sinners, nor 

sitteth in the 

seat of the 

scornful.  

 2 But his 

delight is in 

the law of the 

LORD; and in 

his law doth he 

meditate day 

and night. 

 

 

 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 

more. 

 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth 

old is ready to vanish away. (not preserved) 
 

Heb 10:8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 

wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 

 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 

second. 
 

Heb 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 

laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; (preserved) 

 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.  

 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. (done away) 
 

We can see that God’s eternal moral laws are written in our hearts, but the ceremonial laws of the covenant 

that pictured Christ’s atoning and priestly work are done away.  God preserved His moral statutes and 

judgments: took them out of the Old Covenant setting, and made them the basis of the New Covenant.  

When the Bible says “New Covenant” or “New Testament” it does not just mean “New Scriptures”, as the 

New Covenant was built on the Old Testament Scriptures before there were any New Testament 

Scriptures.  Our New Testament Scriptures would be better called “Scriptures after Christ came”, and the 

Old Testament Scriptures should be called “Scriptures before Christ came”.  There were no New 

Testament Scriptures, as we call them, existing when the New Covenant was inaugurated on the Day of 

Pentecost; and the apostles preached the kingdom of God from Old Testament Scriptures.  The Bereans 

searched the Old Testament Scriptures to see if Paul’s gospel was legitimate; and every illustration of 

“New Covenant Salvation” in our New Testament Scriptures is from the Old Testament.   
 

The Old Covenant started with Moses and was built on God’s previous revelations of himself.  The New 

Covenant is a new agreement or new conditions for relationship with the same God; and it is also built on 

the previous revelations of God’s character and ways – the moral laws and judgments given by God.  If 

you look closely at 2 Cor. 3:6,7 you will see that the “letter” of the “New Testament” includes the law 

given at Sinai; it just adds the spiritual meaning and fulfillment.  
 

2 Cor. 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: 

for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.  

7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of 

Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be 

done away: 
 

The New Covenant is the natural fulfillment of the Old Covenant, now that Christ has come and fulfilled 

all the types and Shadows by making a true atonement and setting up His heavenly priesthood; but our new 

relationship arrangement is with the same God with the same character and morals. 
 

The Day of Pentecost was actually the commemoration day of the Jew’s meeting with God on Sinai, 50 

days after the Passover in Egypt.  On Sinai 3000 offenders died so the nation could continue in covenant 

with God.  At Pentecost 3000 were added to a remnant in covenant with God, and the nation that rejected 

Christ was cast out of a covenant relationship with God.  God is now working with a remnant who obey 

Him, and has rejected the nation who would not obey Him – But it is the same God with the same 

character and morals. 
 

For Further Study, see our books:  Did Jesus Correct Moses?; The Alien Exposed; 
Vengeance is Mine; What the Bible Really Teaches About Divorce, and Remarriage; and 
God’s Crucible. 
 

(Our books can be purchased online or obtained free of charge from us) 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOUR DAY AS YOU SEEK HIS WILL! 

Mark Bullen – Living Faith Christian Fellowship 

www.thefaithoncedelivered.info  

http://www.thefaithoncedelivered.info/
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